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PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

NGBS Green+ bestows special recognition for NGBS Green homes that go “above and beyond” in 
certain areas of green practices. With NGBS Green+, clients do not need additional certifications or 
inspections to highlight their homes’ special features. NGBS Green+ certifications provide a 
streamlined, supplementary, third-party recognition for NGBS Green homes based on their 
exceptional performance in one (or more) of seven categories of green practices: 

LOWER CARBON | NET ZERO ENERGY |  RESILIENCE |  UNIVERSAL DESIGN |  WATER EFFICIENT |  
WELLNESS |  ZERO EMISSIONS  

BENEFITS 

NGBS Green+ certifications quickly and clearly spotlight the green features of your homes and 
apartments to your home buyers and renters. NGBS Green+ certifications take advantage of people’s 
tendency to process visuals faster than text. Our visuals are more likely to grab your customers’ 
attention and have them immediately focus on why your homes are better than your competitors’. 
Below are the specialized marketing resources builders and developers earning NGBS Green+ 
certifications are eligible to use to distinguish their homes or apartments from other green certified 
homes on the market. 

• Badges – Builders of projects that earn a NGBS Green+ certification can use the 
accompanying graphic in marketing that project’s unique features or performance. 

• Certificates – When a home/building achieves an NGBS Green+ certification, the client will 
receive a customized NGBS Green certificate that features the achievement. 

• Plaques – Custom award plaques that reflect certification achievement are available for an 
additional fee if desired. 

ELIGIBILITY 

NGBS Green+ certifications must be sought concurrently with NGBS Green Certification. A home 
or building must be eligible for, and pursuing certification to, the 2020 or 2025 National Green 
Building Standard (NGBS). 

This document outlines the compliance requirements for buildings seeking 2025 NGBS Green 
Certification to earn an NGBS Green+ certification. 

Every NGBS Green+ certification option is available for both new construction and existing 
buildings. 

NGBS Green+ certifications are not available for homes pursuing NGBS Green Certification via the 
Single-Family Certified path (Chapter 12). 
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Only the following certification options are available when the property level certification is 
pursued: 

1. Resilience 
2. Universal Design 
3. Wellness 

VERIFICATION & DOCUMENTATION 

The NGBS practices that are included as part of the NGBS Green+ criteria must be verified by an 
accredited NGBS Green Verifier and according to the Verifiers’ Resource Guide (VRG). 

The 2025 NGBS Green Scoring Tools include sections that address design and verification of the 
NGBS Green+ certifications by pulling selected practices and inputs from the main Design and 
Verification tabs. Download the scoring tools from www.NGBS.com/GreenScoring. 

For an NGBS Green+ certification to be awarded, the final verification report should confirm 
compliance with the practices that support NGBS Green+ achievement. 

PROCESS & FEES 

We prefer that interest in pursuing NGBS Green+ certifications be indicated at the time of project 
registration. However, we are now able to accommodate badge selection later in the certification 
process and even after certification is issued. 

Associated fees are assessed per badge for the additional review associated with NGBS Green+ 
certifications. Fees are assessed at the building (not unit) level, as follows: 

• $50 for a single-family home 
• $100 for a multifamily building up to 3 stories 
• $300 for a multifamily building 4 stories and above 

These fees are invoiced at the same time as certification fees. Upon request, specialized project-/ 
development-wide pricing will be considered. All homes or buildings within a project/development 
would need to seek NGBS Green+ recognition. Contact us to request volume pricing 
(www.NGBS.com/contact). 

 

http://www.ngbs.com/GreenScoring
http://www.ngbs.com/contact
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AVAILABLE NGBS GREEN+ CERTIFICATIONS 

Lower Carbon 
The NGBS Green +LOWER CARBON certification provides a structured framework for builders and 
developers to implement and verify carbon reduction strategies. Through both performance- and 
prescriptive-based compliance pathways, projects can achieve measurable reductions in carbon 
emissions, contributing to broader sustainability goals and mitigating climate change. 

Net Zero Energy 
Buildings demonstrating net zero energy construction can earn the NGBS Green +NET ZERO ENERGY 
certification. Net zero energy buildings combine energy efficiency and renewable energy generation to 
consume only as much energy as can be produced onsite through renewable resources or offset using 
credits, instead of solely buying energy from utility-scale sources. Net zero energy homes offer 
residents independence from energy bills and increased resilience during events that affect the energy 
infrastructure. 

Resilience 
The NGBS Green +RESILIENCE certification recognizes buildings that incorporate resiliency-
focused strategies. This certification encourages builders and developers to adopt green building 
practices that reduce a structure’s vulnerability to natural disasters such as flooding, wildfires, 
hurricanes, and earthquakes. 

Universal Design 
Universal design is the design of buildings and products to make them accessible/usable to all 
people with little need for adaptation or modification. When universal design is applied to 
construction, living environments are better equipped to accommodate residents with mobility and 
physical challenges. Buildings that earn the NGBS Green +UNIVERSAL DESIGN certification 
incorporate a set of common universal design features. 

Water Efficient 
An NGBS Green +WATER EFFICIENT home/building is designed to offer reduced environmental 
impact and greater independence to residents. With a water efficient design, water use and utility 
is minimized. Constructing water efficient homes involves thoughtful design of plumbing systems, 
fixtures and appliances, and landscape features. 

Wellness 
The NGBS Green +WELLNESS certification recognizes higher-performing homes and buildings 
across multiple categories of design and construction that influence human health: active & 
universal design; materials; pollution prevention; resident comfort; and education and awareness. 

Zero Emissions 
The NGBS Green +ZERO EMISSIONS certification provides a structured framework for builders and 
developers to implement and verify carbon reduction strategies. Through both performance- and 
prescriptive-based compliance pathways, projects can achieve measurable reductions in carbon 
emissions, contributing to broader sustainability goals and mitigating climate change. 
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2020 NGBS vs. 2025 NGBS Green+ Comparison 

CERTIFICATION 
OFFERED IN 
2020 NGBS? 

KEY CHANGES IN 2025 NGBS 

+LOWER CARBON No 

New certification in 2025. Offers both performance 
(20% operational CO₂e + 15% embodied carbon 
savings) and prescriptive compliance options with 
detailed point structure. 

+NET ZERO ENERGY Yes 
Same core structure. Only change: REC purchase 
period increased from 2 to 15 years (5 years 
upfront + 10-year plan). 

+RESILIENCE Yes 
Now includes hazard-specific pathways (flood, 
wildfire, hurricane, earthquake) with vulnerability 
assessments and tailored mitigation strategies. 

+UNIVERSAL DESIGN Yes 
No major changes. Retains same core mandatory 
features and documentation requirements. 

+WATER EFFICIENT 
Yes 

(as “Zero Water”) 

Renamed from “Zero Water” in 2025. WRI 
threshold changed from 0 to 40, aligning with 
practical water efficiency goals. 

+WELLNESS Yes 

Fully restructured into 5 performance sections 
(Active  & Universal Design, Materials, Pollution 
Prevention, Resident Comfort, Education & 
Awareness). Requires mandatory practices, ≥2 
practices per section, and ≥50 total points. 

+ZERO EMISSIONS No 

New certification in 2025. Requires all-electric 
buildings, no on-site fossil fuel emissions, and full 
compliance with +NET ZERO ENERGY criteria. 
Clean energy may be on-site or off-site with 
certified RECs (20-year commitment, 10 upfront + 
10-year plan). 
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NGBS GREEN +LOWER CARBON 

Overview 
Low-carbon buildings play a critical role in reducing greenhouse gases by 
addressing both operational and embodied carbon. 

• Operational carbon includes emissions from heating, cooling, 
water heating, lighting, appliances, and equipment use over the 
building’s life. 

• Embodied carbon includes emissions from extracting, processing, 
transporting, installing, and disposing of building materials. 

The NGBS Green +LOWER CARBON certification recognizes buildings that 
minimize both operational and embodied carbon through construction and 
design. By focusing on both operational and embodied carbon, this certification supports the 
development of buildings that contribute to a lower-carbon future while maintaining high 
performance and durability. Strategic design choices such as high-performance HVAC systems, 
and electrification significantly lower operational carbon, while the use of Low-carbon cement, 
recycled, salvaged, or bio-based materials reduces embodied carbon. Low-carbon buildings also 
enhance climate resilience by reducing dependence on fossil fuels and improving energy 
efficiency. Life cycle assessment (LCA) tools help quantify these reductions, enabling informed 
decision-making. 

The NGBS Green +LOWER CARBON certification provides a structured framework for builders and 
developers to implement and verify carbon reduction strategies. Through both performance- and 
prescriptive-based compliance pathways, projects can achieve measurable reductions in carbon 
emissions, contributing to broader sustainability goals and mitigating climate change. 

Eligibility 
 

SCORING PATH ELIGIBILITY 
New Construction  
Existing Buildings – Individual  
Existing Buildings – Property  
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Compliance Criteria 
Projects must pursue one of these compliance pathways: (1) Performance; or (2) Prescriptive. 

OPTION 1: PERFORMANCE PATH 
Operational Carbon: submit CO2e savings documentation that shows 20% carbon savings over 
the NGBS reference home design. Documentation must meet the requirements detailed in the 
NGBS Green Energy Modeling Policy. 

Embodied Carbon: submit a report from a carbon modeling tool (e.g., One Click LCA or BEAM) 
that shows a 15% reduction in embodied carbon compared to the NGBS reference home design. 

 

OPTION 2: PRESCRIPTIVE PATH 
Requirements: 

• Meet all mandatory practice, if applicable 
• Must achieve practices from at least two categories 
• Earn a minimum of 30 optional points 

PRACTICE POINTS 
AVAILABLE 

Mandatory 
901.3 All-Electric Building M 
Section 1: Carbon Sequestration from Natural Elements 
503.5 (1) Landscape plan 1-4 
503.6 (1,2) Wildlife habitat 6 
503.7(2) Environmentally sensitive areas 4 
505.5 (a, c) Multifamily or mixed-use community garden(s) 10 
505.10 (b) Exercise and recreational space 
Note: 1/3 of area must be undisturbed or landscaped with natural/ biological elements 

3 

Section 2: Reduced Embodied Carbon from Materials Selection 
603.1 Reuse of existing building 14 
603.2 Salvaged materials 9 
604.1 Recycled content 6 
604.2 Cementitious materials 10 
606.1 Biobased Products 3-8 
606.3 Manufacturing energy 6 
607.1 Recycling and composting 2-8 
610.1.2.1 Product LCA 5-10 
610.1.2.2 Building assembly LCA 3-10 
611 Product Declarations 5 
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PRACTICE POINTS 
AVAILABLE 

Section 3: Operational Carbon 

703.3.3 (1or 2) Heat Pump Heating Efficiency 0-24, depends on 
climate zone 

703.3.4(1) Electric Air Conditioner and Heat Pump Cooling 
0-27, depends on 
climate zone 

703.3.5 Water Source Cooling and Heating Efficiency 0-60, depends on 
climate zone 

703.5.1 (2) Electric Water Heating 0-16, depends on 
climate zone 

703.3.6 Ground Source Heat Pump 
14-72, depends on 
climate zone 

703.6.3 Appliances 1-7 
706.3 Induction cooktop 1 
707.2 Renewable energy service plan 1-5 
707.3 Smart appliances and systems 1-2 

707.5 On-Site Renewable Energy Systems Depends on kW, 
2 points per kW 

707.8 Electrical vehicle chargers 2-3 
707.13 Alternative refrigerant 2 
901.2.2 Solid fuel-burning fireplaces 6 
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NGBS GREEN +NET ZERO ENERGY 

Overview 
Net zero energy buildings combine energy efficiency and renewable energy 
generation to consume only as much energy as can be produced onsite 
through renewable resources[1] or offset using credits, instead of solely 
buying energy from utility-scale sources. Net zero energy homes offer 
residents independence from energy bills and increased resilience during 
events that affect the energy infrastructure. 

Buildings demonstrating net zero energy construction can earn the NGBS 
Green +NET ZERO ENERGY certification. 

Eligibility 
 

SCORING PATH ELIGIBILITY 
New Construction  
Existing Buildings – Individual  
Existing Buildings – Property  

 

Compliance Criteria 
A home or building must demonstrate that it is constructed or renovated to be net zero energy. 
Certification is based on as-built conditions when construction is completed; no post-occupancy 
benchmarking is required. The intent of this certification is to reduce building energy use overall, 
not just offset it. 

Any path can be selected in the Energy Efficiency section (Chapter 7 for New Construction / 11.700 
for Renovation) to demonstrate energy efficiency for the purposes of NGBS Green Certification. 

Minimum energy efficiency level at Silver must be achieved without renewable energy, irrespective 
of the certification goal. 

Analysis should include improvements in building envelope, air infiltration, heating system 
efficiencies, cooling system efficiencies, duct sealing, water heating system efficiencies, lighting, 
and appliances. 

The following renewable energy systems are accepted for the purposes of achieving net zero 
energy: 

• On-site generation 
• Local generation, such as community solar or wind 
• Offsite generation, such as through power purchase agreements 
• Energy attribute certificates 
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Energy Modeling 

Buildings are evaluated based on total energy demand and the portion of that demand offset by on-
site renewable energy. At final, two energy performance reports are required: one excluding on-site 
renewable energy generation and another one including it. 

Information & Documentation 

The following information must be provided within the NGBS Green Scoring Tool, as applicable: 

• Building envelope: insulation R-values; fenestration efficiency; shading devices; air 
sealing protocol; air leakage testing results 

• Lighting: lighting design and control strategy, including lighting type; daylighting features; 
occupancy sensors 

• HVAC System: indicate all included technologies and efficiency values 
• Ventilation: spot ventilation or whole-building system components 
• Energy Storage: system description 
• Solar PV: array size and output per capacity nameplate, panel quantity, type and brand, 

inverter quantity, type, and location(s) 
• On-Site Wind Power: turbine size and output in peak kw, inverter type, brand, and location 
• Off-Site Wind Power: farm location, overall size, and purchased share of energy expected 
• Other Renewable Energy: description of renewable energy system, location, size, and 

share of energy expected 
• Renewable Energy Credits (RECs): number of credits and plan for recurring purchase. A 

minimum 15-year plan is required: Five years’ worth of RECs must be purchased upfront in 
addition to a purchase plan showing ten more years. 

The following items must be uploaded with the final verification materials: 

• Renewable Energy System: photos of installed on-site systems and/or supporting 
documentation, such as solar installer design report, power purchase agreement, or 
renewable energy credit certificate 
Renewable Energy Credits (RECs): certificate showing the amount (kWh) for a 15-year 
period OR a purchase agreement showing the amount (kWh) and a 15-year plan. For 
multifamily buildings, specify what portion of residential areas (in-unit, common, and 
amenity spaces) are included in the building’s energy offset and describe what additional 
portion of the building’s energy use is being offset. See practice 707.2(2* for more details 
on renewable energy service plan. 

*Note: While practice 707.2(2) specifies a minimum two-year commitment, the +NET ZERO 
ENERGY certification requires a 15-year commitment. This longer-term requirement is compliant 
with IECC Appendix RC/CC and a standard practice observed across other recognized green 
certification programs. 
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NGBS GREEN +RESILIENCE 

Overview 
Resiliency is a key aspect of a sustainable building or community. The 2025 
National Green Building Standard (NGBS) includes specific practices 
designed to assess vulnerability, enhance a building’s durability, improve its 
ability to withstand natural disasters, and allow passive survivability for 
occupants. 

The NGBS Green +RESILIENCE certification recognizes buildings that 
incorporate these resiliency-focused strategies. This certification 
encourages builders and developers to adopt green building practices that 
reduce a structure’s vulnerability to natural disasters such as flooding, wildfires, hurricanes, and 
earthquakes. 

When pursuing the +RESILIENCE certification under the 2025 NGBS, there are four options 
available, each with distinct marketing collateral. Each option is aligned with a distinct vulnerability 
hazard identified through a vulnerability assessment. 

Eligibility 
 

SCORING PATH ELIGIBILITY 
New Construction  
Existing Buildings – Individual  
Existing Buildings – Property  

 

Compliance Criteria 
To qualify for the NGBS Green +REILIENCE certification, a building must: 

1. Undergo a vulnerability assessment by an approved professional, confirming vulnerability 
to at least one and up to two natural hazard. 

2. Implement resilience-focused building practices aligned with the identified hazard, earning 
a minimum number of points based on NGBS criteria. 

3. Implement other relevant practices within NGBS to achieve minimum points threshold 

4. Educate occupants or owners on proper building maintenance to sustain its resilience over 
time through homeowner’s or operations manual. 

The NGBS Vulnerability Assessment Tool evaluates the site’s vulnerability to floods, wildfires, 
hurricanes, or earthquakes based on inputs from approved professionals. If the site is deemed 
vulnerable, the building can qualify to pursue NGBS Green +RESILIENCE for that hazard option. 
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Resilient Checklist 

HAZARD 
CATEGORY 

APPROVED 
PROFESSIONAL 
CREDENTIALS 

QUALIFYING 
VULNERABILITY 

LIMIT 

NGBS PRACTICES REQUIRED 

MANDATORY POINTS 

Wind 

Licensed 
Structural; 
Engineer or 
design team 

Moderate–
Extreme 
Hurricane/ 
Tornado Hazard 

613.2.1 Wild resilience (8 points) 
1001.1 Homeowner’s manual or 
1002.1 Operations manual as 
applicable with resilient features 
listed. 

3 points across any of these practices: 
601.2(2) Higher Strength Materials 
601.2(3) Performance-based structural design 
613.3 Resilient energy systems & passive survivability 

Water 

Certified 
Floodplain 
Manager (CFM), 
Hydrologist, or 
Civil Engineer 
(PE), or design 
team 

Moderate–
Extreme Flood 
Hazard 

613.2.2 Water Resilience (8 points) 
1001.1 Homeowner’s manual or 
1002.1 Operations manual with 
resilient features listed. 

12 points across any of these practices: 
602.1 Moisture management 
503.4(1) Site assessment 
503.4(2) Hydrologic analysis 
503.4(4) Permeable materials 
503.4(5) Gutter and downspouts 
602.1.11 Covered exterior doors 
602.1.13 Roof overhangs 
613.3 Resilient energy systems & passive survivability 

Fire 

Licensed Fire 
Protection 
Engineer, NFPA 
Certified 
Wildfire 
Mitigation 
Specialist, or 
design team 

Moderate–
Extreme Wildfire 
Hazard 

613.2.3 Fire Resilience (5 points) 
503.1(8) Lot design per IWUIC for all 
locations 
505.12 Defensible Space 
902.2.3(2-3) at least MERV 13 rated 
1001.1(27) Homeowner’s manual or 
1002.3 Maintenance manual with 
resilient features listed. 

5 points across any of these practices: 
902.2.3 (3) MERV 16 or greater 
902.2.4 Enhanced air filtration 
904.5 IAQ remediation 
613.3 Resilient Energy systems & passive survivability 

Earth 

Licensed 
Geotechnical or 
Structural 
Engineer 

Moderate–
Extreme 
Earthquake 
Hazard 

613.2.4 Earth Resilience (8 points) 
1001.1 Homeowner’s manual or 
1002.1 Operations manual with 
resilient features listed. 

10 points across any of these practices: 
503.2 Slope disturbance minimized 
601.2(2) Higher Strength Materials 
601.2(3) Performance-based structural design 
601.5 Prefabricated components 
613.3 Resilient Energy systems & passive survivability 
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2020 NGBS VS. 2025 NGBS GREEN +RESILIENCE 

Overview 
NGBS Green +RESILIENCE is an above-code certification available to buildings that have already 
earned NGBS Green certification and incorporate additional resilient design practices. While 
certification is available under both the 2020 NGBS and 2025 NGBS, there are significant 
differences in the requirements and approach. 

The 2025 NGBS Green +RESILIENCE certification represents a major evolution by introducing 
prescriptive requirements to improve a building’s ability to withstand climate risks and natural 
hazards. In contrast, the 2020 NGBS focused on a design-based approach, requiring buildings to 
be designed to perform at least 30% above the base code. 

The 2020 NGBS requires passive survivability features, namely on-site renewable energy system 
with battery storage. The 2025 version includes several passive survivability practices, which are 
optional. 

2020 NGBS Green +RESILIENCE Criteria 
To earn the 2020 NGBS Green +RESILIENCE certification, a building must: 

• Be designed to perform at least 30% above the applicable base code. 
• Include an on-site renewable energy system sized to deliver at least 1 kW per unit. 
• Include a battery storage system (no minimum size specified). 
• Include resilience guidance in the operation and maintenance manual, such as wildfire 

defensible space recommendations where applicable (recommended but not required). 

This version emphasized general above-code performance but did not include hazard-specific 
assessments or prescriptive mitigation practices. 

2025 NGBS Green +RESILIENCE Criteria 
To achieve the 2025 NGBS Green +RESILIENCE certification, a building must: 

1. Undergo a vulnerability assessment by an approved professional, confirming vulnerability to 
at least one natural disaster risk. The NGBS Vulnerability Assessment tool evaluates the 
site’s vulnerability to floods, wildfires, hurricanes, or earthquakes. 

2. Implement resilience-focused building practices aligned with the hazard identified as 
moderate to high risk through vulnerability assessment. The resilience-focused building 
practices are provided in the U.S. HUD’s Designing for Natural Hazards (DNH) guides. 

3. Implement other mitigation measures within NGBS to reduce future risks, achieving the 
stated point minimum for the hazard category. 

4. Educate occupants or owners on proper building maintenance to sustain its resilience over 
time through homeowner’s or operations manual. 
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Comparison 
 

 2020 NGBS 2025 NGBS 

Building types New construction and 
existing buildings 

New construction and existing 
buildings 

Vulnerability assessment Not required 
Required (must identify at least one 

risk category as moderate or high 
risk) 

Resilience strategy Design based  
(>= 30% above base code) 

Prescriptive requirements 
(minimum points from DNH guides) 

Passive survivability 

Required on-site renewable 
energy and battery storage 

with minimum system 
capacities required 

Optional practices include on-site 
renewable energy systems with 

battery storage, CARB-compliant 
whole-building generators, and 
water storage and purification 

systems 
Occupant/owner 

education Required Required (manual with maintenance 
guidance) 

 

Conclusion 
The 2025 NGBS Green +RESILIENCE certification strengthens the resilience framework by requiring 
vulnerability assessments, hazard-specific mitigation measures, and proactive occupant 
education. These additions align with broader climate adaptation goals and represent a shift from 
performance-based criteria toward a prescriptive and risk-informed approach. 

By contrast, the 2020 NGBS is simpler, performance-based, and suitable for projects seeking 
above-code resilience with fewer documentation and prescriptive requirements. 
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NGBS GREEN +UNIVERSAL DESIGN 

Overview 
Universal design is the design of buildings and products to make them 
accessible/usable to all people with little need for adaptation or 
modification. When universal design is applied to construction, living 
environments are better equipped to accommodate residents with mobility 
and physical challenges. 

Universal design supports the concept of “aging in place,” as a home with 
universal design features offers accommodations supportive of residents in 
older age.11 This reduces the need to expend effort and resources to 
remodel, relocate, or construct a new home. 

Homes that earn the NGBS Green +UNIVERSAL DESIGN certification incorporate a set of common 
universal design features. 

Eligibility 
 

SCORING PATH ELIGIBILITY 
New Construction  
Existing Buildings – Individual  
Existing Buildings – Property  

 

Compliance Criteria 
To earn the certification: 

• Meet all applicable mandatory practices. 
• Identify universal design features and benefits in homeowner or multifamily occupant 

manual. 

 

 
1 National Association of Home Builders. What is Universal Design? 
https://www.nahb.org/consumers/homeownership/homeownership-articles/what-is-universal-design.aspx.  
Accessed September 13, 2019. 

https://www.nahb.org/consumers/homeownership/homeownership-articles/what-is-universal-design.aspx
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PRACTICE TYPE 
UNIVERSAL DESIGN 
Requirements: 

• Meet mandatory practices. 
 

601.9(1) No-step entrance Mandatory 
601.9(2) Accessible route from entrance to visiting room and bathroom Mandatory 
601.9(3) Accessible route from entrance to bedroom Mandatory 
601.9(4) Blocking or equivalent installed for future installation of grab bars Mandatory 
601.9(5) Door handles are levers Mandatory 
601.9(6) Sink, lavatory, and exterior door handles comply with ICC A117.1 Mandatory 
601.9(7) Power receptacles placed 15-48” above finished floor Mandatory 
601.9(8) Light switches are rocker-style switches Mandatory 
601.9(9) Wireless or voice-activated control of HVAC, lighting, alarm 

systems, window treatments, or door locks Mandatory 
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NGBS GREEN +WATER EFFICIENT 

Overview 
An NGBS Green +WATER EFFICIENT home/building is designed to offer 
reduced environmental impact and greater independence to residents. With 
a water efficient design, water use and utility is minimized. Constructing 
water efficient homes involves thoughtful design of plumbing systems, 
fixtures and appliances, and landscape features. 

Eligibility 
 

SCORING PATH ELIGIBILITY 
New Construction  
Existing Buildings – Individual  
Existing Buildings – Property  

 

Compliance Criteria 
The home or building must achieve a Water Rating Index (WRI) score of “40” or below. 
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NGBS GREEN +WELLNESS 

Overview 
The NGBS Green +WELLNESS certification recognizes homes and buildings 
that are higher performing across multiple categories of design and 
construction that influence human health: 

1. Active & Universal Design 
2. Materials 
3. Pollution Prevention 
4. Resident Comfort 
5. Education & Awareness 

Background and Research 

Each of the five categories in the 2025 NGBS Green +WELLNESS certification plays an integral role 
in creating healthier living spaces for residents. The selected practices are shown to improve 
occupant physical health, as well as positively influence mental and behavioral health. 

Once viewed as an amenity or luxury, health and wellness features in the built environment are 
now requested by home buyers. In fact, a 2023 Healthy Homes Survey from John Burns Research & 
Consulting showed that 73% of respondents will consider health features when choosing their next 
home. These findings show the increasing importance of health and wellness features for 
homeowners, influencing both purchasing decisions and home design preferences. 

Active & Universal Design 

Active and universal design practices are essential in creating residential spaces that promote the 
health and wellbeing of occupants. Integrating these principles leads to inclusive environments 
that support physical activity, accessibility, and overall well-being for people of all ages and 
abilities. Given the importance of these design practices, the NGBS Green +WELLNESS 
certification requires two Active Design practices or one group of Universal Design practices for 
this section. 

Active Design 

Building location, neighborhood features, and the ability for residents to walk and bicycle to 
desired locations and mass transit play an integral role in physical activity opportunities and 
choices [2]. Mixed-use developments that feature restaurants, markets, civic centers, pharmacies, 
and other amenities, have been associated with higher levels of physical activity and lower body 
weight and levels of obesity. 

Thoughtful site planning and selection can also enhance opportunities for cycling and increase 
ridership. Cyclist infrastructure, such as dedicated lanes for bicycle traffic, is known to increase 
ridership [3, 4, 5]. 

https://www.probuilder.com/construction/comfort-health/healthy-homes/article/55220549/the-bestselling-wellness-features-among-homebuyers-today?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Proximity to indoor and outdoor amenities that support recreation can increase physical activity. A 
shorter distance from an individual’s home to recreational amenities has been shown to support 
higher levels of engagement [6]. 

Universal Design 

Implementing universal design practices in residential spaces helps promote health and wellness 
by fostering accessibility and inclusivity for individuals of all ages and abilities. By creating more 
accessible and accommodating spaces, universal design minimizes barriers that can negatively 
impact well-being. 

Features such as step-free entrances, wide hallways, blocking for bathroom grab bars, and 
lavatory controls not only support individuals with disabilities but also benefit the elderly, children, 
and those recovering from injuries. These thoughtful design practices reduce the risk of accidents, 
alleviate stress, and create more inclusive communities, ultimately contributing to healthier living 
spaces for all residents. 

Materials 

Building materials and products are an integral part of our lives, and, unlike most consumer goods, 
have a long use phase. This makes the potential impact of their chemical composition and 
moisture content significant on indoor air quality. 

Moisture Management 

Excess moisture and dampness affect about 20% of building in the U.S., Canada, and Europe and 
can increase the growth of mold and pests, in turn threatening the building’s structural integrity 
and increasing residents’ exposure to conditions that encourage respiratory infections and asthma 
[7]. One-fifth of all asthmas cases in the U.S. are caused by excess moisture and dampness in 
buildings and contribute toward over $3.5 billion annual spending on asthma-related medical 
expenses [8]. 

The NGBS Green +WELLNESS certification requires that moisture control measures be 
implemented during construction to prevent building materials with high moisture content or mold 
from being utilized and ensure that insulation is dry prior to enclosure. To minimize the negative 
effects of bulk liquid water, exterior sources should drain away from the building [9]. 

Low-Emissions Products 

The selection and installation of low-emission products can reduce the likelihood of exposure to 
dangerous chemicals, including VOCs and formaldehyde. 

• Volatile organic compounds (VOCs): VOCs comprise a large group of chemicals present in 
indoor environments due to various source materials, including insulation, paints, 
chemicals, adhesives, furniture and furnishings, composite wood products, and flooring 
materials [10]. VOCs are associated with a wide range of health issues, including respiratory 
irritation and cancer [11]. 

• Formaldehyde: Formaldehyde is another important chemical that is widely used to 
manufacture building materials and numerous household products. Exposure to 
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formaldehyde can cause irritation of skin, eyes, nose, and throat, and high levels of 
exposure may cause cancer [12]. 

Pollution Prevention 

People spend approximately 90% of their time in enclosed spaces, with the majority at home and in 
workplaces. During this time, inhalation of indoor air pollutants can lead to a variety of poor health 
and wellbeing outcomes [13, 14, 15]. In fact, global health studies identify household air pollution as 
the third most important factor influencing health [16]. 

Combustion Pollutants 

Combustion-related emissions from space heating, cooking, and nearby transportation are often a 
major and overlooked source of indoor air pollution [17]. Heating, cooking, and other combustion 
activities produce high levels of indoor air pollution that includes a range of health-damaging 
pollutants, including fine particles, nitrogen dioxide, and carbon monoxide [18]. 

By opting for non-combustion or low-emission combustion heating and cooling systems and 
appliances, a builder can reduce the potential for combustion pollutants. Where combustion 
pollutants are present, proper ventilation and air-sealing contribute toward the maintenance of 
superior indoor air quality. 

Ventilation 

Insufficient ventilation can expose residents to many indoor and outdoor sources of air pollution 
that emit particulate matter (PM) and VOCs that can trigger asthma and eye, nose, and throat 
irritation [19]. To maintain acceptable air quality for building residents, it is necessary to provide 
sufficient ventilation. 

Construction Pollutants 

Building construction and renovations can generate airborne particles that can impact the health 
of residents. During construction, care can be taken to prevent dust intrusion and to clear the 
space of dust, chemical vapors, and other debris. 

Air Filtration 

Exposure to particulate matter is associated with numerous negative health outcomes, including 
blocked and inflamed airways, and can contribute to a range of respiratory-related conditions [20]. 
Proper air filtration and maintenance over the life of the filter helps to improve and maintain indoor 
air quality over time. 

Resident Comfort 

The resident comfort category focuses on eliminating common sources of physiological disruption, 
distraction, and irritation and placing robust controls in the hands of occupants. 

Lighting 

Environments that not only satisfy lighting efficiency requirements but also offer a customizable 
environment can contribute toward improved productivity, mood, and well-being [21, 22]. A builder or 



20 2025 NGBS Green+ Certifications Handbook 

developer can incorporate automatic and customizable window shading and lighting control 
systems to earn points in this section. 

Sound 

Acoustical comfort contributes to an occupant’s overall satisfaction with their environment. 
Research shows that exposure to noise sources, such as traffic and transportation, hinders human 
health and well-being [23, 24]. Sound is readily transmitted between enclosed spaces if proper 
acoustical reinforcement is not provided. By increasing the mass of a partition with laminations, 
insulation, and/or airspace, a team can incorporate a sound barrier into a building’s design. 

Humidity 

Buildings situated in climates with broad humidity ranges can maintain humidity within healthy and 
comfortable levels by adding or removing moisture from the air. The provision of relative humidity 
levels has multiple benefits for human health through control of pathogen growth, improved air 
quality, and resident comfort. To meet the requirements of this section, homes and buildings in 
humid climates need to ensure relative humidity at or below 60% using a dehumidification system 
or a central HVAC system equipped to operate in dehumidification mode. 

Education & Awareness 

Education and awareness are essential to promoting wellness in the built environment. To earn the 
2025 NGBS Green +WELLNESS certification, projects must meet at least two practices in the 
Education & Awareness section. 

• Occupants: For homeowners and renters, understanding of wellness features helps them 
use and maintain these benefits effectively. 

• Builders and Developers: Awareness about health and wellness features can create a 
better understanding for builders and developers to properly construct or design health and 
wellness practices, ensuring healthier outcomes for occupants. 

• Building Staff: Property managers and maintenance teams must be trained to sustain these 
health and wellness practices over time. Ongoing education is critical to uphold 
performance standards, maintain compliance, and ensure that wellness features function 
as intended. 

Eligibility 
 

SCORING PATH ELIGIBILITY 
New Construction  
Existing Buildings – Individual  
Existing Buildings – Property  

Compliance Criteria 
To earn the badge: 



21 2025 NGBS Green+ Certifications Handbook 

• Meet all applicable mandatory practices (yellow sections) 
• Meet at least 2 practices from each of the 5 sections 
• Earn a minimum of 50 optional points overall 
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Section 1: Active & Universal Design 
Achieve at least two practices from the active design sub-section OR meet all practices within a 
Universal Design sub-section (all three practices within the selected group must be met). 

SECTION 1: Active & Universal Design Points 
Available 

Active Design Subsection  

501.2(1) Pedestrian access to mass transit system 6 

501.2(3) Walkways and street crossings 5 
501.2(4) Walkability to community resources 4 
501.2(5) Bicycle Use 5 

501.2(6) Bicycle Parking 2-8 (MF Only) 

501.2(8) Access to bike sharing program 5 

503.6(1) Wildlife gardens 3 

503.6(2) Certified backyard wildlife 3 

503.6(3) Wildlife corridor or other preserved area 3 

505.5(a) Community garden 3-9 (MF Only) 

505.5(b) Proximity to market/farm stand 3 (MF Only) 

505.10(a) Indoor area for adult exercise and/or children’s play equipment  3 (MF Only) 
505.10(b) Courtyard, garden, terrace, or roof space for play/recreation  3 (MF Only) 
Universal Design Subsection  

G
ro

up
 #

1 601.9(1) No-step entrance 2 

601.9(2) Accessible route from entrance to visiting room and bathroom 2 

601.9(3) Accessible route from entrance to bedroom 2 

G
ro

up
 #

2 601.9(4) Blocking or equivalent installed for future installation of grab bars 1 

601.9(6) All sink, lavatory and showering controls comply with ICC A117.1 1 

802.5.3 Self-closing valve, motion sensor, metering or pedal-activated faucet 1-3 

G
ro

up
 #

3 601.9(5) All interior and exterior door handles are levers rather than knobs 1 

601.9(7) Power receptacles & switches placed between 15 - 48 in. above floor 1 

601.9(8) Rocker-type light switches or similar (no toggle-type switches) 1 
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Section 2: Materials 
If located within a Moist climate zone, meet the mandatory practice. Achieve at least two optional 
practices.  

SECTION 2: Materials  Points 
Available 

602.1.7.1(1, 3) Moisture Control Measures 
N/A, 

mandatory for 
badge where 

applicable 
611.1 Environmental Product Declarations 5 
612.2 Sustainable Products 3-9 
901.5 (2), (3), (4), (6) Wood Materials  2-10 
901.6 Low/no- formaldehyde cabinets 3-5 
901.8 Low-emission floor materials 1-8 
901.9 Low-emission wall coverings 4 
901.10.1 Zero VOC interior architectural coatings 5 
901.10.2 Low-VOC for Architectural coating colorant additive 1 
901.10.3 Site-applied interior architectural coatings 8 
901.11 Interior adhesives and sealants 5-8 
901.12 Insulation 4 
901.13 Low-VOC furniture and furnishings 2 (MF Only) 
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Section 3: Pollution Prevention 
Meet the applicable mandatory practices. Achieve at least two optional practices. 

SECTION 3: Pollution Prevention Points 
Available 

901.1.1 Natural draft furnaces and boilers not located in conditioned space 

N/A, 
mandatory for 

badge 

901.1.2 Air handling equipment not installed in garage 
901.1.6 Vented Natural Gas and Propane Fireplaces 
901.16 (1-3) Non-Smoking Areas  
904.1 IAQ During Construction 
904.2 IAQ Post-Construction 
901.2.2 No Fireplaces, Woodstoves, Pellet Stoves, or Masonry Heaters  6 
901.3 All electric building 6 
902.1.6 Ventilation for Multifamily Common Spaces 3 (MF Only) 
902.2.3(2)(3) MERV Filters 13 or Greater 2-3 
902.2.4 Enhanced Air Filtration 2 
902.3.1(1) Single-family Radon Testing for Zone 2 and  3 8 
902.3.1(2)(i) Multifamily Radon Testing of 100% of ground-contact unit/areas 8 
902.3.1(2)(ii) Multifamily Radon Testing  for Zone 2 and 3  6 
902.4 HVAC System Protection 3 
904.4.2 Airborne Pollutant Monitoring 2-11 
904.5 IAQ Remediation 8 
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Section 4: Resident Comfort 
If located within a Moist climate zone, meet the mandatory practice. Achieve at least two optional 
practices.  

SECTION 4: Resident Comfort Points 
Available 

903.3 Relative humidity 
N/A, 

mandatory for 
badge where 

applicable 
703.7.2 Window Shading 1 
706.2.1.1 Interior Lighting Controls 1-2 
706.5.1 (1) HVAC design & installation 1 
706.5.3 HVAC Design is third-party tested 3 
706.6.2.2. HVAC airflow testing 3-5 
707.1(1) or (4) Programmable smart or learning thermostat 1-2 
707.1(5) Lighting Control system 1 
707.12 Smart Ventilation 1 
904.4.1 Humidity monitoring system 2 
904.6 Humidity Remediation 8 
905.1 Sound Barrier 1 (SF) or 4 (MF) 

 
Section 5: Education & Awareness 
Achieve at least two optional practices. 

SECTION 5: Education & Awareness 
Points 

Available 
502.2 ESG Plan 2 
1001.1 (25) Manuals include list of wellness features 0.5 
1002.5 (25) Manuals include list of wellness features 0.5 
1001.1 (26) Manuals list practices to maintain wellness features 0.5 
1002.5 (26) Manuals list practices to maintain wellness features 0.5 
1002.6 (1) Training for Occupants on Lighting Controls 0.5 
1002.6 (2) Training for Occupants on Ventilation Controls 0.5 
1005.2 Indoor Air Quality Display and Communication 2 
1005.3 Health and Wellness Professional 1-3 
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Comparison: 2020 NGBS vs 2025 NGBS Green +WELLNESS 

The 2025 NGBS Green +WELLNESS certification features significant changes from the 2020 version. 

 
2020 NGBS 

WELLNESS CERTIFICATION 
2025 NGBS 

WELLNESS CERTIFICATION 

Points Required 29 50 

Mandatory Practices 8 8 
Optional Points & 
Practices 122 points across 28 practices 243 points across 70 practices 

Number of Sections 9 5 
Practices/ Points 
required per section 

Varies; only 3 Sections have 
minimum practice/points required 

2 practices from each section, except 
for Active & Universal Design section 

 
Key Changes 

The 2025 NGBS version condensed and simplified the compliance criteria and incorporated new 
concepts added to the 2025 NGBS. 

(1) Condensed the sections and simplified requirements 

(2) Incorporated Universal Design practices within the new Active & Universal Design section 
to provide more inclusivity for various housing types 

(3) Added an Education & Awareness section focused on educating tenants and residents 
about health and wellness features 

Reorganization 

The 2025 NGBS Green +WELLLNESS Certification condensed the number of sections from nine in 
the 2020 NGBS to five in the 2025 NGBS. All sections from the 2020 version are still covered in the 
2025 version, just in different sections. 

The chart below identifies where the 2020 NGBS sections were moved to in the 2025 NGBS. 

2025 NGBS 2020 NGBS 
Section 1: Active & Universal Design ▪ Section 2: Movement 

▪ Section 5: Nourishment 
▪ Section 9: Access to Nature 

Section 2: Materials ▪ Section 8: Materials 
▪ Section 3: Moisture Management 

Section 3: Pollution Prevention ▪ Section 1: Air 

Section 4: Resident Comfort ▪ Section 4: Comfort 
▪ Section 6: Light 
▪ Section 7: Sound 

Section 5: Education & Awareness N/A 
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Universal Design Practices 

The 2020 NGBS Green +WELLNESS certification placed great importance on multi-modal 
transportation and community design for walking and biking. Some projects, particularly those in 
rural areas and supportive and senior housing with fewer amenities, found it challenging to meet 
the movement requirements. 

To enhance flexibility across diverse housing types, the 2025 version of the NGBS Green 
+WELLNESS Certification now incorporates Universal Design practices as an alternative to Active 
Design practices (previously “movement” practices in the 2020 version). Universal Design features 
actively promote resident well-being by helping prevent slips and falls, providing ample space for 
wheelchairs and walkers, and encouraging an active lifestyle for individuals of all needs. This 
addition significantly broadens the certification's inclusiveness for a wider range of housing. 

Education & Awareness 

The 2025 NGBS introduces new practices focused on educating construction, design, 
maintenance teams, and residents about the health and wellness features within certified 
buildings. Housed in the new 'Education & Awareness’ section of the 2025 NGBS Green 
+WELLNESS certification, these practices underscore the critical role of education in promoting 
wellness in the built environment. This emphasis ensures performance standards are upheld, 
compliance is maintained, and features function as intended. 
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NGBS GREEN +ZERO EMISSIONS 

Overview 
According to the U.S. EPA, residential and commercial building 
operations—heating, cooling, and refrigeration—comprise over 30% of the 
nation’s total greenhouse gas emissions.2 Constructing buildings to operate 
with little or no fossil fuel emissions is critical for climate progress. 

The U.S. Department of Energy’s zero emission building definition states that, 
a zero emissions building, is, at a minimum, energy efficient, free of on-site 
emissions from energy use, and powered solely from clean energy. The NGBS 
Green +ZERO EMISSIONS certification recognizes such homes/buildings. 

Eligibility 
 

SCORING PATH ELIGIBILITY 
New Construction  
Existing Buildings – Individual  
Existing Buildings – Property  

Compliance Criteria 
The home or building must demonstrate zero on-site emissions post construction/renovation and 
be powered solely by clean energy. Certification is based on as-built conditions when 
construction/renovation is completed. No post-occupancy benchmarking is required. 

Buildings must meet all the requirements below: 

(1) 901.3 All-Electric Building. Building is all-electric or has no combustion appliances, 
equipment, or fixtures inside the building thermal envelope or pressure boundary. 
(Gas water heaters outside the thermal boundary are not permitted. Appliances like 
coal/gas grills are permitted). 

(2) Meet all the requirements for +NET ZERO ENERGY certification.  
If using on-site clean energy:3 
On-site clean energy is encouraged to be maximized before procuring off-site clean energy. 

If using off-site clean energy: 
To qualify as clean energy, each source of off-site power generation for the building must 
meet at least one of the following requirements. See practice 707.2* for more details on 
renewable energy service plan. 

• Eligible Green Power Requirements for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) Green Power Partnership 

• Green-e Renewable Energy Standard for Canada and the United States (surplus to 
regulation if applicable) 

 
2 EPA Sources of Greenhouse Gas Emissions. www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/sources-greenhouse-gas-emissions  
3 Clean energy. National definition of a Zero Emissions Building.  
www.energy.gov/eere/buildings/articles/national-definition-zero-emissions-building  

http://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/sources-greenhouse-gas-emissions
http://www.energy.gov/eere/buildings/articles/national-definition-zero-emissions-building
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If purchasing RECs, a minimum 20-year plan is required. Ten years’ worth of RECs must be 
purchased upfront in addition to a purchase plan showing ten more years. A certificate 
showing the amount (kWh) for a 20-year period OR A purchase agreement showing the 
amount (kWh) and a twenty-year plan must be submitted. 

For multifamily and mixed-use buildings, the energy demand for entire residential area that 
cover all dwelling and sleeping units must be met via power purchase or RECs. Energy 
purchase for amenity areas or common spaces by itself is not permitted. 

*Note: While practice 707.2 specifies a minimum two-year commitment, the +Zero 
Emissions certification requires a 20-year commitment. This longer-term requirement 
exceeds the IECC Appendix RC/CC and other recognized green certification program 
requirements. 
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